
Guatemala City, November 22th 2011  

Amancio Samuel Villatoro was born on December 11th, 1936 in Malacancito City, in Huehuetenango, 

Guatemala. He was founder and Secretary General of the Labor Union at the Adams factory in Guate-

mala City. On January 30th, 1984, Amancio left for work, never to be seen again by his family. He was 

47 years old as he became a victim of forced disappearance. On the day of his disappearance eight 

armed men forced their way in to the family home located in the 1st of July colony in zone 19, 

searched the house and stole money and various valuable items.  

The existence of the òDeath Squad Diaryó was publicly known in 1999; a document written by the 

military containing surveillance information on 183 victims of forced disappearance including pho-

tos, date of capture, and date of execution. The document contains 73 pages and documents what 

happened to the Guatemalan citizens who were forcibly disappeared by the Stateõs security forces in 

the 80s.   

Subsection on Amancio Villatoro in the Death Squad Diary: 

55. AMANCIO SAMUEL VILLATORO 

(Nick) GUILLERMO and RENE 

Member of FAR [Guerilla movement: Armed Rebel Forces]. And coordinator of CNT [The National La-

bor Union] at a national and international level, professional with a Q 1000 monthly salary.  

He is also keeping contact with GARCIA MARQUEZ in Mexico. 

30-01-84: Captured in 15th street and 2nd avenue, zone 1 

(Added with pencil: 29-03-84:300) 

 

The date of capture noted in the diary matched the date reported by the relatives of Villatoro. The 

date and code added with pencil refers to the date of his death; March 29th, 1984.  

On march 11th, 1984, an ex secretary for the National Labor Union, Álvaro René Sosa Ramos was 

abducted by the government security forces, and as he was held captive he was at one point put in 

front of Amancio, who he immediately recognized, but they both pretended not to know each other. 

The case of Amancio Samuel Villatoro has been presented before the Inter American Court of Human 

Rights, as part of a joint case of 26 victims of forced disappearance named in the Death Squad Di-

ary.  
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The recently published report òThe Death Squad Diaryõs Authenticityó by the Peace 

Archives directorate, mentions letters found at the Historical Archives of the National 

Police (AHPN) from various organizations and Workers unions demanding the immedi-

ate appearance and physical well being of Amancio Samuel Villatoro.  

On August 25th 2009, the government of Alvaro Colom assumed responsibility on be-

half of the Guatemalan State, for the disappearance of members of the National Labor 

Union. In a public event held at the national cultural palace an apology letter was pre-

sented to the families of the union members.  

Identification of Amancio Villatoro 

The skeletal remains of Amancio Samuel Villatoro were found at the former Comalapa 

Military Detachment, located in San Juan Comalapa, in the County of Chimaltenango.  

The archaeological process: 

In 2003 Guatemalan Forensic Anthropology Foundation (FAFG) began exhumations at 

the old Comalapa Military Detachment with the case number FAFG 317. The team of 

FAFG archaeologists recovered remains of 220 individuals, and collected bone sam-

ples of 212 skeletal remains for DNA analysis and comparison. Of these, the DNA ana-

lysts managed to get a DNA profile from 182. An alternative analytical process is 

planned for the remaining 30 in order to get a successful analysis. 

The graves were located about 300 meters from the Military Detachment headquar-

ters, which is situated on a flat field about 80 kilometers from Guatemala City, outside 

of San Juan Comalapa. The body of Amancio Villatoro was found in grave IX with 5 

other bodies, and designated case number FAFG 317-IX, skeleton 1. The original 

measurements on the grave were 2.2 by 0.5 meters, by 2.2 meters deep. By the posi-

tion of the six bodies in the grave, it is reasonable to presume they 

were thrown in, which indicates that the persons burying the bod-

ies were also the perpetrators, and that the six victims were killed 

at the same time.  

Forensic anthropological analysis: 

The process of forensic anthropological analysis consists of clean-

ing the remains, taking x-rays, and marking each bone with the 

assigned nomenclature, in this case FAFG 317-IX-1, before pro-

ceeding to the analysis of each set of human remains, determining 

age, sex, height, dental analysis and pathological history through 

the study of the bones. All the information found is recorded in 

different forms and photographed, including the objects and cloth-

ing recovered together with the remains.  

In the case of FAFG 317-IX-1 the analysis indicates a male be-

tween 23 and 57 years, height between 1.59 ð 1.66 meters. The 

dental analysis shows permanent dentition and dental work corre-

sponding to amalgam alloy in tooth numbers 1, 2, 4, 5, 12, 13, 15, 

16 and 26; a crown on tooth number 29, as well as the absence of 

the following teeth 17, 18, 19, 30, 31 and 32. The analysis also 

shows separation between teeth 8 and 9. The body was only par-

tially dressed, with jeans of indeterminate color and the brand 

òLevisó visible on one of the pockets. Remnants of underwear and 

other garment were also found.  
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Forensic Genetic analysis: 

Bone samples: 

The degradation of each skeletal remains mandates from where the samples will be 

taken in order to extract a full DNA profile. In this case samples were taken from the 

left femur and two teeth, out of which two samples were analyzed. To extract the DNA, 

the skeletal and dental samples are first pulverized and then washed, breaking the 

cellular walls to extract the DNA. Subsequently the DNA is quantified to define the pro-

file. The complete or partial profiles are uploaded to the National Victims and Families 

Gene Bank where they are compared with reference profiles. 

Reference samples: 

In the case of Amancio Villatoro three reference samples were collected for the com-

parison; from his daughter and his son as well as from his wife (the childrenõs mother).  

The reference samples are obtained by using a Q-tip which is rubbed inside both 

cheeks, the gums and under the tongue. All the samples are taken with the donorsõ 

full knowledge and consent. When a sample is taken, an interview is also conducted to 

get information on the disappeared family member. The samples are processed to 

extract and amplify the DNA in order to get a full and comparable DNA profile. 

 All the DNA profiles (referential and skeletal) are analyzed using the Gene Mapper 3.2 

software. The DNA profiles are uploaded to the National Victims and Families Genetic 

Data Bank, and compared using the M-FISys 9.11 and DNA-VIEW 29.61 software, two 

programs that allow comparison of all the profiles from bone and dental samples with 

all the referential profiles, and calculating statistically the degree of relation between 

the samples. 

Confirming Identity of Amancio Samuel Villatoro 

The comparison in the software produced a match between the remains found in Co-

malapa with the nomenclature FAFG 317-IX-1, and the relatives of Amancio Villatoro, 

with case nomenclature FAFG FD-480. Upon getting the initial match an additional 

analysis was performed, comparing the archaeological, anthropological and genetic 

findings like sex, age clothing and dental work of the skeletal remains corresponding 

to FAFG 317-IX-1, against the antemortem information given by the family and DNA 

profiles from the relatives of Amancio Vilatotro; Norma Carolina Villatoro Bran, Sergio 

Raúkl Villatoro Bran and his wife María del Rosario. Based on these comparisons and 

thorough the analysis it has been concluded that the skeletal remains FAFG 317-IX-1 

can be identified as Amancio Samuel Villatoro.  



Un trabajo técnico por la dignificación de las víctimas.  
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